
Sukkot at Home 

What is Sukkot? It is an agricultural holiday, the Festival of 

Booths, where we remember our ancestors by building sukkahs 

and dwelling in them during the seven-day holiday. A sukkah is 

a temporary structure, with four walls and a roof that you can 

see the sky through. Signaling a shift in seasons, the eighth day, 

Shmeni Atzeret, is when many do Tefilat Geshem, the prayer for 

rain. Sukkot is also the Time of our Rejoicing – at being brought 

out of Egypt, at the wonder of the natural world, at coming 

through the Days of Awe, and at the joy of sharing time 

together under a sukkah with friends, family, and community. 

Here is a brief guide to how you might practice Sukkot at home.  

Walls: There need to be at least 2 full walls and part of a third wall (at least 3.2 inches wide), but it is 

preferable to have 4 walls, and they need to be at least 32 inches high (and not taller than 30 feet). Your 

sukkah can not be smaller than 22.4 inches by 22.4 inches. But there is no limit to how long or wide your 

sukkah may be. The walls can be made of anything that is strong enough to block out a normal gust of 

wind. So it could be canvas or wood, or you could use your fence or the side of a building to make one or 

more of the walls for your sukkah. If you have an existing structure without a roof, you could even use 

that, after you put a roof covering on it.  

Roof: You should be able to see the sky through your sukkah’s roof coverings, and the roof coverings 

should be made of natural, raw, unfinished materials. Like tree branches or bamboo stalks, reeds, corn 

stalks, narrow strips of unfinished lumber, or special mats that are created for covering a sukkah. Your 

sukkah covering also must not be attached to its source any longer – so using a tree that is standing over 

your sukkah would not be a proper roof covering, but cutting branches off the tree branches (or using 

fallen branches) would. You might need to create some wood beams to hold your roof coverings in 

place. There should be enough covering that on a sunny day, there would be more shade than sun on 

the floor of your sukkah.  

Decorations: Many people decorate their sukkahs festively, with fresh fruit and other decorations 

hanging from the beams of the sukkah’s roof and on the walls, like paper chains, streamers, wind 

chimes, and plastic fruits, and leaves. 

Dwelling, or What we Do in the Sukkah: The intention behind the sukkah is, basically, to treat it as your 

home for the period of sukkot. Traditionally, all meals would be eaten in the sukkah, but many try to 

make special effort to eat at least one meal in a sukkah. Special blessings are said in the sukkah: 

candles are lit on Erev Sukkot, with blessings, shehecheyanu is said for the first night, and there is 

also a festival Kiddush. We also do  a blessing over the Four Kinds (Arba Minim) – an etrog, a lulav 

(palm frond), hadassim (myrtle branches), and aravot (willow branches). These Four Kinds are said 

to represent the parts of the body or different kinds of people that are all needed in a community. 

Sukkot is also about the unity of the Jewish people and the universal connection to all people, and 

the waving of the Four Kinds together after the blessing is a way of acknowledging and 

remembering that unity. 

Hoshanah Rabbah: The seventh day of Sukkot. We beat the willow leaves on the floor five times, and 

the leaves that fall off symbolize our desire for rainfall. 

Shemini Atzeret: The “Eighth Day of Assembly” is at the end of Sukkot. There is no blessing on dwelling, 

and no taking up the etrog and lulav. We recognize the shifting seasons by praying for rain. 

See blessings on the next page. 



Sukkot Blessings  

 

Candle Lighting  

(should be done before sundown, or before your meal).  

If the first night of Sukkot is on Friday night: 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam asher kidshanu bemitzvotov vetzivanu lehadlikner shel 

Shabbat v’shel Yom Tov. 

Blessed are you God, Creator of all the worlds, who has sanctified us with Your commandments and 

commanded us to light the candles of Shabbat and the festival day. 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha olam shehecheyanu vikiyimanu vihigianu lazman hazeh. 

Blessed are you God, Sovereign of the universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to 

reach this season.  

Amen. 

 

If the first night of Sukkot is on Saturday night: 

With Havdalah: The order of the night’s Kiddush/havdalah is: (1) wine/other liquid blessing, (2) holiday 

kiddush, (3) blessing on the candle (use regular holiday candles, not a havdalah candle), (4) festival 

havdalah blessing, and (5) shehecheyanu.  

 

Without Havdalah:  

Baruch hamavdil bayn kodesh likodesh. 

Blessed is the One who separates between the holiness of Shabbat and the holiness of the holiday. 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam asher kidshanu bemitzvotov vetzivanu lehadlikner shel 

Yom Tov. 

Blessed are you God, Creator of all the worlds, who has sanctified us with Your commandments and 

commanded us to light the candles the festival day. 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha olam shehecheyanu vikiyimanu vihigianu lazman hazeh. 

Blessed are you God, Sovereign of the universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to 

reach this season.  

Amen. 

 

If the first night of Sukkot is not on Shabbat: 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha-olam asher kidshanu bemitzvotov vetzivanu lehadlikner shel 

Yom Tov. 

Blessed are you God, Creator of all the worlds, who has sanctified us with Your commandments and 

commanded us to light the candles the festival day. 

Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu melech ha olam shehecheyanu vikiyimanu vihigianu lazman hazeh. 

Blessed are you God, Sovereign of the universe, who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to 

reach this season.  

Amen. 
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Sukkot Kiddush 

Over wine or grape juice: 

      
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam borei p'ri hagafen (Amen) 

Blessed are you God, Creator of all the worlds, who creates the fruit of the vine. (Amen). 

Over other liquids: 

    
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam shehakol nih'yeh bid'varo (Amen) 

Blessed are you God, Creator of all the worlds, who made all things through your word. (Amen). 

 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam 

Blessed are you God, Sovereign of the universe 

 
asher bachar banu mikol am v'rom'manu mikol lashon 

who has chosen us from among all people, and exalted us above every tongue 

 
v'kid'shanu b'mitz'votav vatiten lanu Adonai eloheinu b'ahavah 

and sanctified us with Your commandments, and you gave us, God, with love 

 
[shabatot lim'nuchah u]mo'adim l'sim'chah chagim uz'manim l'sason 

[Sabbaths for rest, and] appointed festivals for gladness, festivals and times for joy 

      
et yom [ha-shabbat hazeh v'et yom] chag hasukot hazeh z'man sim'chateinu 

this day of [Sabbath and this day of] the festival of Sukkot, the time of our gladness 

 
[b'ahavah] mik'ra kodesh zeikher litzi'at mitz'rayim 

[with love] a holy convocation, a memorial of the exodus from Egypt 

 
ki vanu vachar'ta v'otanu kidash'ta mikol ha'amim 

because You have chosen us and made us holy from all peoples 

 
[v'shabat] umo'adei kad'shekha [b'ahavah uv'ratzon] 

and [the Sabbath and] your holy festivals [in love and favor] 

   
b'simchah u-v'sason hin'chal'tanu 

in gladness and in joy you have given us for an inheritance 

 
Barukh atah Adonai, m'kadeish [hashabat v']Yis'ra'eil v'haz'manim. (Amein). 

Blessed are you, God, who sanctifies [Shabbat and] Israel and the seasons. (Amen). 

 



Blessing for Dwelling in the Sukkah 

To be recited any time you are fulfilling the mitzvah of dwelling in the sukkah (i.e., a meal, hanging out 

with friends, tea, a board game, anything you are doing to intentionally spend time in the sukkah!) 

    
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu 

Blessed are you, God, Creator of all the worlds, who has sanctified us with Your commandments and 

commanded us 

 
leisheiv basukah (Amein). 

to dwell in the sukkah (Amen) 

 

Blessing for the Arba Minim (Four Kinds) 

Stand facing the east (or whatever direction is toward Jerusalem from where you are).  

Take the etrog in your left hand with the stem (green tip) up and the pitam (brown tip) down. Take the 

lulav (including the palm, myrtle and willow branches bound together) in your right hand. Bring your 

hands together and recite the blessing below.  

After you recite the blessing, turn the etrog so the stem is down and the pitam is up. Be careful not to 

damage the pitam! With the lulav and etrog together, gently shake forward (East) three times, then pull 

the lulav and etrog back in front of your chest. Repeat this to the right (South), then over your right 

shoulder (West), then to the left (North), then up, then down. 

     
Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu 

Blessed are you, God, Sovereign of the universe, who has sanctified us with Your commandments and 

commanded us 

 
al n'tilat lulav (Amein) 

to take up the lulav (Amen) 

 

Farewell to the Sukkah 

This prayer requires a little explanation: The Talmud teaches that when the messiah comes, the 

righteous will come to Jerusalem and the Leviathan (a giant sea creature) will be slain. The skin from it 

will be used to make a giant sukkah, and the righteous will eat from its flesh in the sukkah. The heart of 

this prayer is the hope that the messiah will come again in the next year. 

 
Y'hi ratzon mil'fanekha Adonai Eloheinu vei'lohei avoteinu 

May it be Your will, Lord, our God and God of our ancestors 

 
k'sheim shekiyam'ti v'yashav'ti basukah zu 

that just as I have stood up and dwelled in this sukkah 

 
kein ez'keh l'shanah haba'ah leisheiv b'sukat oro shel Liv'yatan. 

so may I merit next year to dwell in the sukkah of the hide of the Leviathan. 

 
l'shanah haba'ah birushalayim 

Next year in Jerusalem! 


